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2 Sandwell the Place

2.1 Geography of Sandwell

Sandwell is divided into 6 towns and then further divided into 24 wards.

Figure 2:1 Map of Sandwell by Town and Ward

Source: Ordnance Survey 100044535, Sandwell PCT 2008
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2.2 Population

The current population of Sandwell is estimated at 287,700. By 2029 it is
estimated at 304,000. Sandwell is predicted to grow at only half the speed of
England, up 5.5% compared to England growing 10.2%. The growth in the
population is greatest in those aged over 55, as people benefit from
improvements in life expectancy (Figure 2:2). There are some concerns
whether these estimates adequately reflect the increasing birth rate in our
black and minority ethnic (BME) (Section 7.4).

Figure 2:2 Population of Sandwell by age and sex, 2008 compared to
2029
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It would be wrong to suggest the whole of Sandwell is ageing in the same
way. Across the wards there are considerable variations in the ratio of young
to old. In St Pauls and Soho and Victoria there are nearly five under 15 year
olds to every person aged over 75 (ratio of 4.9:1). In Old Warley there are
three people under 15 year olds to every two people aged over 75 (ratio of
3.2:2). Maps have been produced that show the variations and these are
included on the website.
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Sandwell is an ethnically diverse place with 20.3% of the population from a
BME group. The largest non-white ethnic groups are Indian at 9.1% and
Black Caribbean 3.3% (Table 2:1). The most ethnical diverse wards are St
Pauls (73.6% non-white, 31.0% Indian), Soho and Victoria (58.8% non-white,
17.5% Indian, 16.6% Pakistani and 13.2% Black Caribbean) and West
Bromwich Central (49.2% non-white 27.1% Indian).

Table 2:1  Ethnic profiles of Sandwell Wards, 2001

Black

Pakist-  Bangl- Carib- Black
Mixed Indian ani adeshi bean African

Abbey 6.6 0.9
Blackheath 2.6 1.8 0.6 1.4 1.1
Bristnall 6.4 0.9 0.2 3.0 0.7
Charlemont 1.5 8.2 0.4 0.1 2.3 1.1
Cradley Heath & Old Hill 1.6 0.8 4.3 0.4 0.9 1.0
Friar Park 15 1.9 0.2 0.1 0.9 0.3
Great Barr 83.2 1.5 10.8 0.5 0.4 2.0 1.3
Great Bridge 88.9 1.4 5.1 15 0.4 1.8 0.9
Greets Green & Lyng 67.8 ﬁ- 3.9 - 4.2 _
Hateley Heath 85.0 7.2 0.3 0.7 35 0.2 0.6
Langley 83.6 2.1 8.5 15 0.2 0.9
Newton 80.9 2.2 9.0 0.5 0.2 1.7
Old Warley 88.9 1.7 5.4 0.1 0.1 1.0
Oldbury 2.4 0.3 0.1 1.9
Princes End 15 1.8 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.4
Rowley 1.7 1.8

Smethwick 56.8

Soho and Victoria 41.2

St. Pauls 36.4

Tipton Green 1.8 10.0

Tividale 1.4 2.3 2.1 0.1 0.5
Wednesbury North 88.8 15 35 1.0 0.1 0.4
Wednesbury South 81.4 1.8 11.8 . . . 0.1 1.1
West Bromwich Central 50.8 0.1

Sandwell 79.7 2.1 9.1 2.9 1.2 3.3 0.2 1.3

Source: 2001 Census
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It is not just the age

Sandwell JSNA V6

profile of Sandwell that is changing the ethnic profile is

changing rapidly. By 2029, the BME population of Sandwell will have grown
to be 30% of the population. The largest increases are in the Bangladeshi,
and Pakistani populations that double in size due to a higher birth rate (Figure

2:3).

Figure 2:3 Popul
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The age profiles of the different ethnic groups will affect how we plan services
to be both culturally and clinically relevant. Mixed group are the youngest with
over 50% being under the age of 20 (Figure 2:4 and Figure 2:5). 40% of the
Pakistani and Bangladeshi are also under the age of 20, which compares to
25% of the white population

Figure 2:4 Age profile of the different ethnic groups, Asian and White,
Sandwell
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Figure 2.5 Age profile of the different ethnic groups, Black, Others and
White, Sandwell
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There are weaknesses in the estimate of ethnic populations as they do not
reflect the influx of migrants from the accession states of the European Union.
Using data from our GP registrations it is possible to get an idea of how our
population is changing. For example, there are over 2,000 people newly
registered with our GPs (1.3% of the total population from Poland) (Table 2:2).
These numbers are backed up by data from National Insurance registrations
that show 2,070 people from Poland registered to work in Sandwell in the last
two years. These new residents are predominantly of working age although
there are substantial proportions of younger people (Table 2:2Figure 2:6)

Table 2:2Country of Birth of people registered with a GP, 2008

Country of Birth % of Population

United Kingdom 86.7
India 5.1
Pakistan 2.0
Poland 1.3
Bangladesh 1.1
Zimbabwe 0.4
Afghanistan 0.4
Iraq 0.4
Somalia 0.3
Iran 0.2
china 0.2
Philippines 0.2
Nigeria 0.2
Latvia 0.2

Source: M-Connect 2008

Figure 2:6 Age of those registering with a GP by country of Birth, 2008
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2.3 Deprivation

The Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2007 (IMD 2007) are measures of
deprivation of local communities (known as Super Output Areas). The indices
fall into seven categories of indicators of deprivation, known as domains, for
each of which individual Super Output Areas (SOASs) are given scores and
national rankings.

Sandwell is the 14" most deprived local authority in England. 15 of our wards
fall into the most deprived 10% nationally. The eastern side of Sandwell is the
most deprived (Figure 2:7).

Figure 2:7 Deprivation across Sandwell, IMD 2007

Source: DCLG IMD 2007 and OS
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2.4 Population types

Sometimes looking at a population in terms of age, gender and deprivation
can be difficult to describe in language that makes sense. What does it mean
to have an IMD 2007 score of 40 compared to 50? What does it to live in a
community that is 25% more deprived? These are difficult questions to
answer. One way to convert complex statistics into more meaningful
information we can use tools such as population types. The PCT and Council
have both select the MOSAIC tool to do this. This groups a population into 11
headline groups and 61 sub-groups. The most common group in Sandwell
are those who are ‘upwardly mobile families living in homes bought from
social landlord’s (27.3%) and those in ‘close knit, inner city and manufacturing
communities’ (24.0%). Both of these groups are found in far higher
percentages than the rest of England.

Figure 2:8 MOSAIC population types, Sandwell compared to England
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2.5 Peer group

To place Sandwell's health and well-being in context we benchmark our
performance against other areas. The following places were chosen as they
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are either our neighbours or have been shown to be statistically similar by the
Office of National Statistics (ONS):

1.

© N o g bk WD

Bolton
Coventry

Derby

Dudley
Gateshead
Stoke

Walsall
Wolverhampton

We have endeavored to source data for all these peers for all indicators;
however this is not possible to do this in every instance.

2.6

What do we need to know?

We are currently working to ONS population estimates that may not reflect the
true picture of who lives in Sandwell. We need to know:

2.7

Are the estimates of BME populations accurate?
How many new migrants are coming to Sandwell?
o How old are they?

Are there more men then women?

Where do they live?

How long do they stay?

o O O O

Where do they come from?

What are we doing to address the challenges we face

Cultural aware services

2.8

1.

Recommendations

To utilise the data we (PCT and Local Authority) have on the
populations we serve to create local estimates of our population

. To regular review these estimates and reflect how they affect our

service planning

To ensure that we reflect these changes in how we communicate
health messages.
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