











Sandwell raises the ‘Decent
Homes Standard’

Central government has awarded Sandwell
Council’s Housing and Health Scheme £500
million to raise all council properties to the
‘Decent Homes Standard’. This considerable
investment means that all properties managed
and owned by the council must meet the
standard and have ‘reasonably modern
facilities, be warm and weatherproof’ by 2013.

In Sandwell, a large amount of private sector
housing is old and energy inefficient. Together
these factors have serious implications for
the health of occupiers and also the wider
community and economy.

Sandwell's new Housing and Health strategy
focuses on improving the living conditions

of vulnerable people in poor private sector
housing. Poor housing conditions increase the
risk of Winter deaths, infectious or respiratory
disease, hypothermia, heart attacks and
strokes, serious injuries and deaths from falls
as well as contributing to mental ill-health.

Neeraj Malhotra, Chair of the Housing and
Health Group said: “It is well known that

good housing helps to maintain people’s
independence for as long as possible, prevent
ill-health and slow down the deterioration of a
person’s health condition.”

If you would like further copies of Health and
Wellbeing in Sandwell, a copy in a different
format or information about events contact:

Adult and Community Services
Communications Team/ Sandwell Public
Information Network (SPIN)

First floor

Kingston House

High Street

West Bromwich

B709LD

Tel: 0121 569 2380

Email: acs_comms@sandwell.gov.uk

The report ‘Better Outcomes, Lower Costs’
has found that the provision of housing
adaptations and equipment produce
significant savings to health and social care
budgets. For example, home modifications
can help to prevent or defer entry into
residential care.

The Housing and Health strategy will

contribute to borough-wide delivery on the

following shared themes within the Local Area

Agreement.

* More and better homes.

* Improving health and reduced social care
costs.

* Supporting independence.

» Cleaner, safer and active communities.

For more information on implementing the
strategy contact Neeraj by email at neeraj.
malhotra@sandwell-pct.nhs.uk.



