August 2010

Dear Carer,
The new coalition Government is looking to refresh the National Carer’s Strategy – Carers at the Heart of 21st Century Families and Communities, which was published in June 2008.

The Government must prioritise its actions for the next four years to ensure maximum value for money in the context of the current economic climate.

The Government is keen to seek your views on the key priorities raised in the Strategy so that they can develop a plan working in partnership with Carers, local authorities, employers etc from April 2011.
It is important the Government listens to what Carers in Sandwell have to say. The Government need to understand how Carers want to be supported so they can continue to carry out their caring role.

I would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete the attached questionnaire about the key priorities so CARES can form a response from Carers in Sandwell to the Government.

Could I please have completed questionnaires back by 7 September 2010.

Many thanks,
Dawn Owen

Carer Consultation Development Worker

Carer Consultation Project
National Carers Strategy 2008 

5 Key Priorities
Your views

1: “Carers will be respected as expert care partners and will have access to the integrated and personalised services they need to support them in their caring role”.

What are your views on this? 

Do you have any evidence/examples to support your view?
2: “Carers will be able to have a life of their own alongside their caring role”.

What are your views on this? 

Do you have any evidence/examples to support your view?

3: “Carers will be supported so that they are not forced into financial hardship by their caring role”.

Can you think of any ways other than receiving cash benefits that carers could be supported to do so that they are not forced into financial hardship?

4: “Carers will be supported to stay mentally and physically well and treated with dignity”.
What are your views on this?
Do you have any examples where you have/haven’t felt you’ve had support to stay well both physically or mentally and feel you were treated with dignity?

5: “Children and young people will be protected from inappropriate caring and have the support they need to learn, develop and thrive to enjoy positive childhoods and to achieve against all the Every Child Matters outcomes”.

The five outcomes from Every Child Matters are:

· Be healthy

· Stay safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic well-being

What are your views on this?
Do you think that the priorities listed are the right ones?

If not, what do you think should be a priority for the government regarding carers?

Thank you for taking the time to complete the questionnaire.
